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SPECIAL GUEST:  Judy Jeffrey, Director of the Iowa Department 
of Education 
Judy Jeffrey was appointed Director of the Iowa Department of Education 
in November 2004. In this role, she provides leadership and supervision 
for an educational system that includes 515,000 students in public and 
private accredited K-12 schools; 126,000 credit students in 15 community 
colleges; and 3,000 employees in 10 area education agencies. Before 
serving as Director, Judy Jeffrey had been the state’s Early Childhood, 
Elementary & Secondary Division administrator since 1996. Before that, 
she served 24 years in the Council Bluffs Community School District in 
various administrative and classroom teaching positions. Jeffrey also has 

been an instructor at Creighton University, and has taught in other Iowa districts including Cedar 
Falls and Goldfield, where she began her teaching career.  She was president of the Council of 
Chief State School Officers Deputy Commission from 2001-2003, and currently is a member of 
the Chief State School Officers.  Jeffrey earned her bachelor’s degree from the University of 
Northern Iowa, her master’s degree from Creighton University and postgraduate work at the 
University of Nebraska at Omaha.   
 
 
 
 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Valerie Halverson Pace, Ph.D., IBM 
West Region Manager, Corporate Citizenship and Corporate 
Affairs 
Dr. Pace earned her B.A. degree from the University of Iowa and 
her Ph.D. in American Studies from the University of Minnesota.  
During her career in marketing and management, Valerie was state 
education advisor for K-12 sales and worked in internal employee 
education and management development. Valerie now leads the 
western United States IBM corporate citizenship team, with focus 
on leveraging IBM talent and technology in effective partnerships 
to solve systemic problems.  Her special emphasis is on education 

and the application of quality management and technology for systems improvement. Valerie 
serves on Governor Pawlenty’s Education Council.  K-12 partnerships she has supported include 
the Rochester Area Math/Science Partnership, First Steps, Youth Apprenticeship, MentorPlace, 
EWeek, United Way Community Impact and IBM’s On Demand Community. 



PANELIST: Cindy Dietz, Manager, Community Relations for 
Rockwell Collins 
Ms. Dietz is responsible for global charitable giving and employee 
volunteer programs. She leads the company’s initiatives on STEM 
education and is currently directing activities toward developing an 
over-arching STEM education strategy.  Milestones include a strategic 
partnership with US FIRST to increase the number of FIRST LEGO 
League teams in elementary and middle schools and to introduce FIRST 
Tech Challenge to high school students in Iowa. These team-based, 
problem-solving challenges engage students and industry mentors in 
engineering and technology learning and have shown dramatic results 

inspiring students to pursue careers in STEM areas. Cindy serves on the Iowa Mathematics & 
Science Coalition (IMSC) and the Project Lead the Way state steering committee. 
 
 
 
 
 

PANELIST: Mary Lou Erlacher, Director, Workplace Le arning 
Connection 
The Workplace Learning Connection (WLC) is an intermediary 
organization serving 33 school districts in the Cedar Rapids/Iowa City area 
by providing the link between education and business for career 
exploration and professional development activities for k-12 students and 
teachers. The heart of the work of the WLC is in the partnerships 
developed to provide quality, relevant, appropriate experiences for 
students, teachers, and their employer hosts.  Ms. Erlacher serves on 
numerous boards/committees affiliated with career, workforce, and 
economic development.   The WLC is a partnership of Kirkwood 

Community College and Grant Wood Area Education Agency. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PANELIST: Alissa Jourdan, Worldwide Research and Development 
Coordinator, Director of Discovery Research, Kemin Industries, Inc. 
Dr. Jourdan received her B.S. from Iowa State University and her Ph.D. 
from the University of Iowa; both degrees are in Microbiology.  She joined 
Kemin in 2001 and is currently the Worldwide Coordinator of Research and 
Development and the Director of R&D for the Discovery Research group. 
She coordinates partnerships with several Iowa, national, and international 
universities, works with the SEMI project, is a member of the SEMI 
Advisory committee, helped develop the Iowa Core Curriculum, organizes 

an annual biotech program with East and Dowling High Schools, and works with Drake's 
DUCURS program. 
 



PANELIST: Tabby Rabenberg, Dean of Students at Central 
Academy and World Languages Coordinator  
Ms. Rabenberg is working with Siemens Building Technologies to create 
the Iowa Energy and Sustainability Academy which will also serve as a 
public demonstration site for the community.  By working with 
organizations on authentic projects, students will gain an increased 
knowledge on energy and sustainability issues.  In addition, Tabby is the 
President of the Iowa Association of School Resource Officers and is 
finishing her Specialist Degree/Superintendent License through Drake 
University.  She particularly enjoys spending time with her husband, Tim, 
and two children, Paige and Jake. 
 

 
 

PANELIST: Stan Sibley, Superintendent, Glenwood 
Schools                                                                                    
Dr. Sibley has been superintendent of the Glenwood 
Community Schools since 2001.  Before coming to Glenwood 
he served as superintendent of the Valley Nebraska Public 
Schools.  Sibley taught high school social studies in Walden 
Colorado and at Southeast High School in Lincoln Nebraska.  
His career also included leadership roles as President of the 
Lincoln (NE) Education Association, Assistant to former 

Nebraska Governor Bob Kerrey and as an administrator in the Omaha Public Schools where he 
served as Director of General Administration and also headed the district’s Office of 
Government Relations.  He currently also serves on the Board of Advisors of the “Inspiring a 
Generation of Engineers, Mathematicians and Scientists” (IGEMS) program. 

 
 
 

 
PANELIST: Jim Thornton, Coordinator, Corridor STEM 
Initiative 
Jim is an educator, father, and grandfather who has spent the last 
thirty-five years working with students, staff, and administrators 
in the public schools of eastern and central Iowa.  In that time, 
Mr. Thornton has served in administrative capacity in five 
different school districts and an AEA. Jim retired from the 
Executive Administrator- Secondary Education position in the 

Cedar Rapids Community School District in 2006.  In 2007 he accepted the position as 
Coordinator of the Corridor STEM Initiative (CSI). In that capacity he has worked with Cedar 
Rapids Metro Area Superintendents, Grant Wood AEA administration, Rockwell-Collins, the 
Grant Wood Van Allen Teaching Center, the University of Iowa Engineering Department, Iowa 
State Extension, the University of Northern Iowa, Kirkwood Community College, the Workplace 
Learning Connection, and local school teachers on a collaborative project aimed at addressing 
the specific academic and economic concerns in the areas of Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics. 



 
PANELIST: Martin Wesemann, Pella Corporation, Director, Core 
Corporate Engineering 
Mr. Wesemann lives in Pella, is married and is the father of three sons.  
He joined Pella Corporation in May 2005 as the Director of Core 
Corporate Engineering. Martin’s responsibilities at Pella include 
installation processes, packaging design product reliability and 
certification testing.  Martin’s team provides product designs for 
elements common across brand teams, computer aided design and 
modeling system support for the company.  Other responsibilities 
include management of Pella Corporation’s product development 

process, patents, materials research, development and specification activity, warranty reporting 
and engineering support to the Customer Service and Legal departments. Prior to joining Pella 
Corporation, Martin served five years as the General Manager for the start-up Refrigeration 
business at Viking Range Corporation.  Prior to joining Viking Range, he served 13 years in 
various engineering and management roles with Whirlpool Corporation.  Martin gained 
international experience during his time with Whirpool at its joint venture operations in 
Monterrey and San Luis Potosi, Mexico. Martin received a Bachelor of Science in Mechanical 
Engineering in 1986 from Kansas State University and an Executive Masters of Business 
Administration from Vanderbilt University in 1998.  He holds two US patents. 
 
 
 
 

PANELIST: Penny Wills, President, Northeast Iowa Community 
College 
Dr.Wills became the ninth president of Northeast Iowa Community 
College (NICC) in the summer of 2004.   
Prior to coming to Iowa, Dr. Wills developed extensive experience in 
such fields as student development, assessment, planning, and quality 
improvement, and K-12 and state agency partnerships. Under Dr. Wills’ 
leadership, NICC has markedly increased college engagement for 
students and faculty.  Examples of this enhanced involvement are the 
creation of a College Senate (a model for shared governance); NICC’s 
new Quality Council (which directly ties to the College’s Strategic Plan 
through assessment and accountability; the formation of Iowa’s first 

Regional Academy for Math and Science (which exemplifies strong partnerships with business, 
civic leaders, and K-12 districts); and generation of new revenue streams through development 
of the College’s first Advancement Office ( included in a new division of External Relations 
which also includes grant writing and legislative advocacy. ) Dr. Wills serves on various 
community, state, and federal boards, including the Workforce and Economic Development 
Commissions (IDED – Iowa) and (AACC), and the BioScience Alliance Board (Iowa).  
 
 


